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Coronavirus cancellations rising 


In state and around US, 
expect more closures 


Ashley Luthern 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


The new normal has begun. 

Wisconsin, and the nation, appeared 
to reach a tipping point this week in re- 
sponse to the spreading coronavirus 
known as COVID-19, a serious, new dis- 
ease now characterized as a pandemic. 

Wisconsin’s governor declared a 
public health emergency Thursday. Uni- 
versities and colleges have extended 
spring breaks and moved to online 
classes. Major league sports, college 
basketball tournaments and concerts in 


stadiums and arenas have been 
postponed or canceled outright. 

Even Milwaukee’s St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade canceled festivities after orga- 
nizers held out longer than their 
counterparts in Boston, Chicago and 
Ireland. 

Officials say they are acting to try to 
prevent the virus’ spread to vulnerable 
populations, including seniors and 
those with underlying health condi- 
tions, and to stop a mass outbreak that 
could overwhelm health care systems. 

So far, public school districts in the 
state have remained open, though par- 
ents and employers have been told to be 
prepared for the possibility of closures. 

“I want to assure everyone that those 
affected are receiving the best possible 
care and that all steps are being taken to 


stop the spread of this virus,” Gov. Tony 
Evers said Thursday. 

Evers declared a public health emer- 
gency after six people in Wisconsin test- 
ed positive for the respiratory virus and 
after a growing number of cases in sur- 
rounding states. 

The move enables the state’s Depart- 
ment of Health Services to stock up on 
medications and supplies, allows for 
state money to be funneled to local 
health departments and authorizes the 
Wisconsin National Guard to assist in 
the response. 

“The risk to the majority of Wiscon- 
sinites remains low,” Evers said. “That 
said, we can all do our part to help pre- 
vent the spread of the illness to others.” 


See CANCELLATIONS, Page 11A 
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How sports leagues acted 
swiftly to protect health 


The stands are mostly empty during the singing of the national anthem before Arcadia High School plays Platteville in 
their Division 3 semifinal game at the WIAA girls state basketball tournament at the Resch Center in Ashwaubenon on 
Thursday. It was the first game of the tournament. DAN POWERS / USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN 


Last 24 hours have seen 
big decisions, made fast 


Bill Glauber 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


In Wisconsin and across the nation, 
sports broke through all the noise, the 
partisan gridlock in Washington, D.C., 
the panic on Wall Street. 

Amid the coronavirus pandemic, 
sports leagues and teams didn’t wait. 

They took action. 

They shut down the games. Base- 
ball, basketball, hockey and soccer. 

They protected players and fans. 

They deployed the ultimate quaran- 
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US hits Shia militia 


The U.S. launches airstrikes against 
an lran-backed group in Iraq. Inside, 7A 
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tine in a desperate bid to help them- 
selves and the nation flatten the curve 
of illness. 

It’s all going to cost untold millions, 
if not billions, of dollars. 

But as Big Ten Commissioner Kevin 
Warren said Thursday shortly after 
shutting down the men’s basketball 
tournament in Indianapolis: “You have 
to ask yourself: ‘What is the right thing 
to do?’” 

At a time like this, with fears rising, 
many of us could use the distraction 
and sheer joy that sports can provide. 
But why risk a large gathering and a big 
game for a momentary cheer, when so 
much is at stake? 

And keep in mind, it’s not just play- 
ers and fans who are affected. Think of 
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Supreme Court race 


Candidates Daniel Kelly, Jill Karofsky 
trade more ethical punches. Local, 3A 


the cashiers, vendors, ticket takers and 
security guards, the people who pour 
the drinks, clean the floors and make 
our arenas and stadiums clean and 
comfortable. 

They'll be hurt by the sports shut- 
down. 

“The arena is a microcosm of those 
in the service sector,” said Peter Rick- 
man, president of the Milwaukee Area 
Service and Hospitality Workers Or- 
ganization. “Service workers will bear 
the brunt from this pandemic.” 

The last 24 hours in American 
sports have been as remarkable, swift 
and powerful as any Giannis Anteto- 
kounmpo dunk. 


See LEAGUES, Page 12A 


Replacing your windows is one of the best 
investments you can make as a homeowner. Not 
only does it improve the overall look and value 
of your home, but it improves energy-efficiency, 
too. By using insulated glass that is thicker than 
your average window, as well as thicker frames, 
our windows reduce energy loss from your home, 
resulting in greater comfort. 
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Hospitals 
go through 
coronavirus 
plan drills 


Equipment conserved 
for higher-risk situations 


Mark Johnson Milwaukee Journal Sentinel! 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Every morning at 8:15, department 
heads at Aurora St. Luke’s Medical Cen- 
ter meet to go over what has happened 
with the new coronavirus pandemic in 
the last 24 hours, and come up with 
plans for the next 24 hours. 

They drill every day, knowing that 
soon it will not be a drill. 

“We have an incident command team 
that looks at all of these scenarios. If a 
patient is not sick enough to be in the 
hospital, what followup would be in 
place?” says Nkem Iroegbu, the chief 
medical officer for St. Luke’s. “What 
would happen if we have a sudden surge 
of illness among our staff?” What would 
happen if the hospital faces a surge of 
infected patients? 

“We’ve even planned a doomsday 
scenario,” says Iroegbu, referring to a 
situation in which a large percentage of 
the population becomes infected. He 
stressed: “We don't expect that to hap- 
pen. Based on our preparations, we 
should be OK.” 

Hospitals all over Wisconsin are run- 
ning through training exercises and 
equipment calculations, and sending 
out staff guidelines to prepare for the 
new virus. They are being asked to envi- 
sion the kinds of scenes hospitals in 
China and Italy have faced. 

“Approximately 95,000 critical care 
beds, including surgical and specialty 
units, are available in U.S. hospitals to- 
day. Conservative estimates suggest 
that we may need almost twice this 
amount should the COVID-19 pandemic 
resemble the influenza pandemics of 
1957 or 1968, especially if it is sus- 
tained,” said a recent paper in Annals of 
Internal Medicine. 

The paper suggested that hospitals 
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